
 

 

 

Kyle Jacobson Selected  as CEO for  
Allen Fairview Chamber of Commerce 

(Allen, Texas - September 2024) Business leaders with the Allen 
Fairview Chamber of Commerce have selected a new leader for their 
organization.  Kyle Jacobson, an emerging leader in the chamber field, 
has been named the new Chief Executive Officer.  He most recently 
served as Vice President of Government Relations and Business 
Intelligence for the Fort Worth Chamber of Commerce.   
 
The announcement was made by David Ellis, 2024 Chair of the 
chamber and Assistant Director of the Allen Economic Development 
Corporation, and Amanda Thrash, Chair of the Search Committee and 
President of Texas Health Presbyterian Hospital Allen. The chamber’s 
Board of Directors unanimously approved Jacobson’s appointment. 
 
“The chamber’s role in this community is vital to the success of 
businesses here as well as the region as a whole,” according to Ellis.  
“Kyle brings experience, energy, innovation, and a plan to add value and 
relevancy to our members and communities.  He has an advocacy 
background on the local, state, and federal levels as well as the 
experience of being a part of two extremely successful chambers in 
the state.” 
 
Jacobson joined the Fort Worth Chamber team in January of 2023.  
From June 2016 until December 2022, he was the Vice President of 
Government Relations with the Lubbock Chamber of Commerce.   
His journey in the chamber of commerce industry began as a summer 
intern while completing graduate studies. The tour afforded him the 

opportunity to explore and grow in many areas of interest, including government relations, strategic 
planning, data analysis, non-profit finance, leadership, events, and so much more.  
 
As a graduate of Texas Tech University with a Bachelor of Arts, Political Science and Master of Public 
Administration, Jacobson has also earned his Institute of Organization Management certification 
through the US Chamber of Commerce. He currently serves on the distinguished Board of Regents, US 
Chamber Institute of Organization Management (Midwest).  In 2021, he was selected as one of the 
Association of Chamber of Commerce Executives “40 Under 40” recipients.  Jacobson is the author of 
“Advocacy Basics for Chambers:  The ABC’s of Government Relations”.   
 
“The role of CEO for the Allen Fairview Chamber is a pinnacle in my career to this point,” Jacobson says.  
“I look forward to becoming engaged in the area by listening to members of the chamber and hearing 
the needs of their businesses to operate successfully.  My first 100 days will be spent getting to know 
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our members, the internal professional team at the chamber, and the local elected and appointed 
officials.” 
 
The executive search process for the business organization was divided into three segments.  The first 
included listening to community and business leaders about the successes and challenges that face the 
chamber in the years to come.  The second phase was designed to cast the net for candidates. And 
finally, the third covered an extensive process of evaluating the candidates and their resources. 
 
“The Search Committee spent over a hundred hours reviewing candidates’ credentials, interviewing 
them, hearing them present, and conducting reference checks,” Thrash said.  “Our group is confident 
Kyle brings the communications, leadership, and innovation skills to the chamber that we are looking 
for.  There was an excellent pool of professionals to choose from who had an interest in the position.” 
 
The CEO is responsible for all aspects of operations for the chamber of commerce and reports directly 
to the Board of Directors through an annually elected Board Chair. The professional provides vision, 
strategic direction, and management for the programs and personnel of the organization. The leader 
will spearhead strategic planning, programming, personnel management, public policy and advocacy, 
and community, economic, and workforce development. The CEO serves as the lead spokesperson for 
the Chamber and strategic initiatives, representing the organization’s interests to the media, elected 
officials, and all community and organizational stakeholders.  
 
Jacobson and his wife Sabine have two children.  Aline is two and one half years old and Patrick is four 
months old.  Sabine is Director of Marketing with the United Way of Tarrant County. The Jacobsons 
plan to move to Collin County before the end of the year. 
 
Other members of the chamber’s Search Committee, in addition to Ellis and Thrash, included:  Joe 
Boggs, Highland Residential Mortgage; Tonya Walker, Chair-Elect, The Walker Group, Coldwell Banker; 
Lynn Whitcher, MD7; and Demetris Williams Adekanmbi, Immediate Past Chair, Credit Union of Texas.    
 
  


