Brittany Ivey Named President of
Stephens County Development Authority

New Contact Information

Ms. Brittany lvey
President and CEO
Stephens County
Development Authority
31 W. Doyle Street
Toccoa, GA 30577
706.886.4242 (Office)
706.244.4302 (Cell)
brittany@scda.biz

(Toccoa, Georgia) Brittany lvey has been named the president and chief
executive officer of the Stephens County Development Authority
effective March 8, 2021. The announcement was made today by Brian
Akin, chair of the authority and president of North Georgia Credit Union.
The Chason Group was retained to lead the executive search.

“The authority had a great selection of candidates to choose from,”
according to Akin. “There was interest from both traditional and
nontraditional economic development professionals. Brittany’s
previous experiences with the authority and her knowledge of the
region made a positive impact on our selection process. Speaking on
behalf of the board, | look forward to her joining the team and working
to retain our existing companies while at the same time marketing
Toccoa and Stephens County for new investments.”

Ivey was serving as federation manager for Georgia Farm Bureau. She
provided direction and program support to 14 county farm bureaus in
Northeast Georgia while providing management,
training and supervision to 34  office  staff  and ensuring
regular office operations. She is no stranger to the authority having
served as assistant director from June 2016 to March 2017 and assistant
to the executive director from August 2014 to June 2016.

“My belief in and love for Stephens County will be my drive to work as
hard as | can to ensure the continued success of the Stephens County
Development Authority,” Ivey said. “One of the areas | plan to work

diligently on is building a stronger partnership with the local school system and technical college in order
to enhance the workforce in our area. When our industries expand or we are encouraging industries to
establish roots in Stephens County, it is imperative that they do not have to worry about where their team
members will come from. | also look forward to working with the Georgia Department of Economic
Development, Georgia Power Company and Georgia EMC to make sure Toccoa and Stephens County are
on the minds of the project managers and our available industrial sites are considered when new
companies are considering expansions.”

Ivey graduated from The University of Georgia in 2006. Later this spring, she will complete course work
to become a Georgia Certified Economic Developer through UGA. She was named Stephens County’s
Chamber of Commerce Young Professional of the Year in 2017 and selected to serve on former President
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Donald Trump’s 2017 Healthcare Listening Session. Ivey and her family are active members of Tates Creek
Baptist Church where she currently serves as a Sunday school teacher and Girls in Action (GA) Coordinator.

Ivey and her husband Chad, a local businessman, have three children. Alline Kay, 13, and Colsen, 12,
attend Stephens County Schools. Gus is 4.

The mission of the development authority is to encourage and support the expansion and development
of industrial and commercial facilities in Stephens County so as to promote employment and improve the
community’s tax base. The economic development organization is funded by the City of Toccoa and
Stephens County Board of Commissioners.

“The search process was broken into three phases,” Akin said. “The first stage centered on determining
the skill sets and focus points for the position. Development authority members, government leaders and
other stakeholders were interviewed in order to build an updated position description and a candidate
profile for the authority. The second phase was casting the net for candidates and specifically identifying
professionals who may fit the criteria established. The final segment was an intensive interview process
of the candidates best suited for the role.”

Current authority members include Akin as chair; Evan Hellenga, mayor of Toccoa and quality assurance
supervisor, Parkway Products; Michelle Ivester, chair of the Stephens County Commission and
owner/broker of Talan Properties; and Jeremy Spradlin, chair of the Stephens County Chamber of
Commerce as well as regional manager for Georgia Power Company. Chuck Wright, owner of Bulldogs
Xpress Lube and Carwash, also serves on the authority. He recused himself from interviews with lvey due
to a conflict of interest. Wright has also stated he will recuse himself from voting on the employment of
Ivey.

The search for a new economic development leader began late last year when Tim Martin announced his
plans to retire. He served as the organization’s executive director from 2008 until 2020. The authority
changed the title of the position when the search for a new leader was launched. During his time with
the development authority, Martin was instrumental in recruiting international company Sark Wire, and
a second international company Nifco KTW. He also oversaw the growth of several existing companies,
notably ASI.

The board engaged The Chason Group to lead the executive search process. The firm, which is Georgia

based, specializes in executive searches for economic development organizations, chambers of
commerce, foundations and other non-profits.
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