Area Development
magazine named
Georgia No. 1 for
business - for ten

straight years (2014-23).

Overview.

The City of Canton, Georgia has launched a search for an Economic Development Manager. The Chason
Group ( ) has been retained to assist the city with the executive search.

The City of Canton Economic Development Manager works closely with community leaders to
advocate, educate, and connect members for the growth and development of the city. The community
is diverse in resources, and the types of industry it can accommodate. The location, education system,
world class healthcare, people, and culture of the area make it a desirable place for businesses to land.
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About Canton, Georgia.

The City of Canton is the county seat for Cherokee County. The community is conveniently located off
[-575, just South of the Blue Ridge Mountains which are viewable from the city. The area is a convenient
drive to Atlanta and the offerings of the Metro Atlanta area. Canton is home to Northside Cherokee
Hospital, that offers 332 beds, 1,400 physicians and employs more than 3,800 people. Northside
Cherokee Hospital has been nominated as the most beautiful hospital by Soliant Health and offers
cutting-edge technology for the community through continuous growth in the area.

The Cherokee County School System is ranked among the top school districts in the state. Four of the
six Cherokee County High Schools have been ranked by U.S. News and World Report as the best in the
nation, and three of the six were recognized by the Washington Post as America's Most Challenging.
Knox Elementary is a STEM Academy and Hasty Elementary is a Fine Arts Academy. Canton is also close
to the private Reinhardt University located just North in Waleska, and Chattahootchee Technical
College has a Canton campus. The area is also close to Kennesaw State University and Georgia
Highlands College.

Canton offers expansive home options for residents. The area boasts an abundance of new home
communities that range in size, style, and
amenities for everyone. Though one of the
fastest growing areas in the region, Canton
still has rural areas available for those who
like a country home setting.

Canton has a wealth of community arts,
history, and culture. The area is home to the
historic Canton Theatre, the Cherokee Arts
Center, Cherokee County History Museum,
Gresham's  Mill, the Georgia National
Cemetery, murals throughout the city and
more. The city is dedicated to revitalizing
downtown Canton and preserving the
beautiful historic architecture of the city.
The downtown area also offers a plethora of
boutique shops, unique restaurants and a
square where events and festivals take place.
In 2019 Canton was recognized as a "LIVE,
WORK, PLAY" community by Georgia Trend
Magazine.

The City of Canton offers many recreational
opportunities to residents and visitors.
Located on the banks of the Etowah River,
the city has Etowah River Park featuring an
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amphitheater, community pavilions, playgrounds, canoe launch, walking trails and picnic areas. The city
is also home to several parks that offer recreational space for outdoor fun and has access to countless
parks and facilities maintained by Cherokee County which offers horseback riding, hiking, and biking
trails and indoor sporting facilities. A highly popular attraction that Canton offers is the Cherokee
County Aquatic Center. The center offers two indoor pools, an outdoor leisure pool, water playground
with slides, play features, and facilities for visitors to enjoy.

Canton offers a great quality of life in the city, but it also has access to so much more. Residents can
enjoy the many cities, events, and sights of the Blue Ridge Mountains, The Outlet Shoppes at Atlanta
in Woodstock, visit Lake Allatoona or Lake Lanier. The area is convenient for all hobbyists, whether the
avid outdoorsman, or those who love the city life.

About the Economic Development Department.

The City of Canton’s Economic Development Department is focused on promoting economic
development for the community. The city’s economic development partners offer lucrative incentives
for companies to relocate and expand their business. The organization has a dedicated team to help
businesses explore the opportunities in the area and guide them through incentives and benefits
available. The area offers an extensive portfolio of resources to businesses interested in the area. Not
only is Canton in a desirable location with access to major airports, interstates, highways, and rail, it
offers an award-winning school system that feeds into the local work force. Additionally, the area has
room for growth with available commercial space and additional housing for employees moving to the
area.

About the Position.

The Economic Development Manager is responsible for the implementation of economic planning for
the city and reports to the City Manager. The professional will research and implement programs to
recruit and expand business and participate in and support efforts for economic development and
redevelopment for the area. The manager will work with other members of Team Canton to help attain
the strategic goals of the city. The work of this position will require a dynamic professional that can
manage several projects simultaneously while meeting set deadlines. The Manager shall have
exceptional communication skills to effectively work with various stakeholders in the region. The
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professional will represent the City of Canton at local, regional, and state events and maintain a positive,
enthusiastic image. The manager must be a team player that lends support to partners such as the
Downtown Development Authority and other organizations. The position is responsible for marketing,
promotion, public relations and program development to attract potential investors for the city. The
professional will collaborate with other community partners such as the Cherokee Office of Economic
Development, the Cherokee County Chamber of Commerce, Georgia Department of Economic
Development, Georgia Department of Community Affairs, utilities, and local non-profit organizations.
The position is also responsible for educating and ensuring compliance of local code and ordinance for
businesses. The Economic Development Manager will gather and maintain data and present reports on
the local economy and business development efforts to the City Manager.

Skill Requirements:
e Excellent written and verbal communication skills.
e Exceptional organizational skills.
e Ability to manage multiple projects and meet deadlines.
e Ability to work independently and as a team member.
e Strongunderstanding of economic development principles, business operations, real estate and
finance.

e Marketing, Public and community relation skills.
e Extraordinary people skills.

e Bachelor's degree in the area(s) of economic development, community development, public
relations, public administration, business and/or marketing from an accredited college or
university or equivalent experience.

e Three to five years of economic development experience with an organization of similar scale
and complexity, with demonstrated working knowledge of business, public policy, community
development, economic development, event planning and program development.

e A proven tenure in implementing a visionary strategic plan in collaboration with a diverse and
influential body of organizational stakeholders.

e An innovative, creative, and strategic thinker who has experience in developing relevant
initiatives and goals to enhance a region’s tax base and a track record of proven results.

e An Economic Developer Certification is preferred.

Bilingual in English/Spanish is a plus.

How To Apply.

The City of Canton has retained TCG to lead the executive search process for an Economic
Development Manager. Professionals interested in applying for the position may upload a cover letter
and a copy of their resume at www.thechasongroup.com to be considered for the position. The most
qualified candidates will receive a detailed application to determine if an interview is required. The
deadline for submitting the initial materials is August 30, 2024. Candidates will be reviewed by TCG
utilizing a weighted scale approved by the City of Canton. Candidates chosen to move forward in
the process must complete a detailed application and an interview process. For more information,
contact Tim Chason at 404.735.0540 or tchason@thechasongroup.com.
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