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Economic Development on
Georgia’s Coast

The McIntosh County Industrial Development
Authority has launched an executive search
for a President and Chief Executive Officer.
The current executive, Tom Draffin, is retiring
this year after a very successful career in the
economic development arena.

The Chason Group, an executive search firm
specializing in economic development, has
been selected by the IDA to lead a national
search for the organization.

Darien and McIntosh County are located
along Georgia’s coast, with Interstate 95
serving as a major thoroughfare through the
region. Ports in Savannah, Brunswick, and
Jacksonville play an important role in the
economy of the area.

Surrounded by marshlands, maritime forests,
and the mighty Altamaha River, McIntosh
County is the most distinctive ecological,
historical, cultural, ethnic, and archaeological
area on the Eastern Seaboard. Nearly one-
third of the county’s land area is owned by the
state and federal governments, and is thus
protected from development.

Upscale neighborhoods such as Belvedere
Island Plantation and Sutherland Bluff
Plantation in Townsend/Shellman Bluff offer
remote, private living amid breathtaking
beauty; access to the Intracoastal Waterway,
Atlantic Ocean, and private beaches of
Georgia’s barrier islands; and one of the most
beautiful golf courses on Georgia’s Coast.

The cost of living in McIntosh County is
significantly less than the U.S. average, more
than 15% less, and 10% less than the statewide
cost of living.
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